Toxicity in uremia. 2. Correlation between PTH levels and impaired aspecific immunity.
The role of PTH in depressing polynuclear leucocyte (PMN) phagocytosis in uremia was investigated. The hydrophobicity and phagocytic activity of normal PMN was tested in presence of uremic patients' serum with low (Group A) or high (Group B) levels of plasma PTH. The PMN phagocytic index was lowered by serum of both groups, but more in presence of Group B serum (p A vs B less than 0.002). Similarly, the contact angle of cells was affected more in presence of serum of patients with high PTH levels (p B vs A less than 0.003; p B vs C less than 0.002).